


Word Definition

Improvise To make up a tune and play it on the spot. There is an assumption that 
it can never be recreated.

Compose Creating and developing musical ideas and ‘fixing’ them

Pulse The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat.

Rhythm Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse.

Pitch High and low sounds.

Tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between.

Dynamics How loud or quiet the music is.

Texture Layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very 
interesting to
listen to.

Structure Every piece of music has a structure e.g. an introduction, verse and 
chorus
ending.

Melody Another name for tune.

Key Vocabulary

Year 3 
Music 
Autumn 1

In this unit we will explore and develop the skills of playing the 
glockenspiel.

Musical Activities:
• Learning to read and play notes: C, D, E and F.
• Learning to play tunes using these notes.
• Improvise using notes C and D.
• Compose using the notes C, D, E and F.

Perform and Share:
• Introduce a performance and explain the musical decisions 

made.
• Record and reflect on the performances on others and self. 





Word Definition

Introduction Music heard at the beginning of a song or a piece of music.

Verse A section in a song that has the same tune but different words.

Chorus A repeated section in a song which gives the main message.

Pulse The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat.

Rhythm Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse.

Pitch High and low sounds.

Tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between.

Dynamics How loud or quiet the music is.

Hook A term used in pop music to describe a short catchy phrase or riff that 
we can’t stop singing; the bit that ‘hooks’ us in; the main musical idea 
from a song that we remember.

Structure Every piece of music has a structure e.g. an introduction, verse and 
chorus
ending.

Melody Another name for tune.

Key Vocabulary

Year 3 
Music 
Spring 1

In this unit we will explore RnB, Soul, Hip Hop and Gospel music.

Songs we will explore include:
• Colonel Bogey March – Kenneth Arnold
• Consider yourself – from the musical ‘Oliver!’
• Ain’t No Mountain High Enough – Marvin Gaye
• You’re The First, My Last, My Everything – Barry White

Musical Activities:
• Learning to read and play notes: C, D, E and F.
• Learning to play tunes using these notes.
• Improvise using notes C and D.
• Compose using the notes C, D, E and F.

Perform and Share:
• Introduce a performance and explain the musical decisions made.
• Introduce dance moves to go alongside the performance. 
• Record and reflect on the performances on others and self. 


