Geography Policy 23-24

INTRODUCTION

Geography is a subject within the National Curriculum 2014. This policy is a
statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of
Geography at St.Gregory’s Catholic Primary School.

It was developed through a process of consultation with the- subject co-ordinator
and staff and is reviewed on an annual basis.

It is the role of the Headteacher and Geography Subject Leader to ensure that the
policy is successfully implemented.

THE NATURE OF GEOGRAPHY

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of
their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places,
people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress,
their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the
formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge,
understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how
the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over
time.

ENTITLEMENT

It is our intention to ensure that every child develops Geography capability through
provision of the equivalent of 2 hours per week for 3 half terms for each child in Key
Stage 1 and 2. The time allocation may vary due to individual teacher's planning to
include life skills and outdoor learning.

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

e develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places —
both terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human
characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for
understanding the actions of processes




e understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human
geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how
they bring about spatial variation and change over time

e are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They learn how to draw
and interpret maps, and develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and
problem solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human
geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography
teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world, and enables
them to recognise our responsibility and the importance of sustainable development
for the future.

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and
fascination about the world and its people. The Geography curriculum will also help
children gain a greater understanding of the ways of life and cultures of people in
other places. This will help to enable children to take responsibility for their role in
society and to develop a reflective and caring attitude towards other humans,
animals and plants in our environment.

Our Curriculum:

We have developed a bespoke curriculum at St. Gregory’s Catholic Primary. We
have adapted the Lancashire Geography scheme specifically for our context at St
Gregory’s. The curriculum is comprehensive and ensures that knowledge and
understanding is built cumulatively throughout the primary phase.

Teachers deliver lessons that build on and extend prior learning whilst making
purposeful cross-curricular links. Our aim is for our children to gain knowledge of
Chorley and the surrounding areas and how they have changed and developed over
time; our teachers are provided with access to high-quality resources and materials
that support their teaching.

Our substantive concepts at St. Gregory’s are our ‘big ideas.” We want to ensure
that our pupils develop a good understanding of these in their learning, so that they
can use and apply their knowledge of them in new and unfamiliar contexts. It is by
ensuring children have a secure knowledge of these ‘big ideas’ that we can prepare
them in becoming life-long learners. Our substantive concepts in Geography are:

Place

Space | Environment | Earth Time | Scale | Diversity | Interconnection
Systems

We use Digimap for Schools alongside paper atlases and globes, to ensure pupils
have access to aerial photography and high-quality mapping from Ordnance Survey
to support their learning.

We also use Oddizzi at St Gregory’s. It provides online content written by teachers,
travel-writers and geography specialists. It is fully aligned with the National
Curriculum requirements for geography. It is an online geography encyclopedia:
2,000 pages of information, images and 400+ short films. Our children have access
to: 20 interactive quizzes, linked to key curriculum topics: 4,500 geography
guestions, with class leaderboard. A class linking service, ClassPals: connection



https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/about/

with the Oddizzi community of schools via virtual postcards and an interactive map
with 1,000 clickable, information-rich pins.

IMPLEMENTATION

The Geography curriculum encourages our children to lead their own learning
through enquiry.

Practical guidelines for implementation of the policy are provided in the Geography
Overview from the National Curriculum. This is supported by Lancashire planning
documents. However, if a teacher wishes to adapt the topic; implementing activities
that relate more to their curriculum, this is acceptable. They must, however, still
deliver the skills through the topic they choose.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

All pupils, including those with SENs, are entitled to participate in Geography
activities as prescribed by the National Curriculum. Certain provision may need to
be made in terms of :-

extended time to develop knowledge and understanding

differentiated activities

teacher/TA support

adapted recording systems

further aids or adapted equipment to allow access to practical activities.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

All out of school activities will comply with the guidelines in the school Health and Safety
policy. When engaged in fieldwork children are expected to behave in a considerate,
responsible manner showing respect for other people and the environment. A risk
assessment form will be completed by staff prior to any field trips. This will identify
any risks and procedures will be put into place to minimise these.

FOREST SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES

Forest School opportunities are utilised at St. Gregory’s and via collaboration with
St. Joseph'’s in Wrightington to support our work in Geography. We plan activities
carefully to ensure development of appropriate skills and involvement in fieldwork
activities. Such provision allows more focused, small group activities with the
extension of skills and experiences.

RESOURCES

A variety of regularly used resources will be stored within the Geography storeroom.
They include :

. Digimap handbook (computer based programme accessible on any
computer)




maps
compass
globes

The library loan service also provides books to support topics. Oddizzi (online app) is
also available for teachers and pupils.

Resources are audited on a termly basis.

School subscribes to Digimap and The Geographical Association, they provide
online webinars for training. We also have a close relationship with our Lancashire
Consultant who provides resources on request.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING

Geography is assessed in the same way as other curriculum subjects (History,
Music, Art, DT, Computing). Learning Objectives (WALTS) are given to children at
the start of each lesson and highlighted green for pupils who have met the objective.
This assessment is shared with parents at Parents’ Evening.

This data is then transferred onto a class tracking sheet which is handed to the
Geography subject leader. This is then transferred to a whole school tracking sheet
and the Geography lead tracks the progress of pupils and classes.

Pupils who are identified as Greater Depth or Gifted and Talented are then catered
for in lessons and given opportunities to perform outside of lesson (e.g. forest
school). Pupils who are working below the expected standard for their year group
are supported in their learning.

At the end of the year, teachers are asked to use all the data from the year to make
a final, end of year statement about each pupil. This is then shared with parents on
their written report.

Monitoring of the standards in Geography is the responsibility of the subject leader
and the Creative Curriculum Team. Planning, book scrutiny, pupil voice and
lessons will be monitored as part of the Whole School M/E policy on a rolling
programme. The subject leader produces an Action Plan at the start of each year
and an annual Subject Report for the SLT and Governors in the Summer term.

THE ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER

The subject leader for Geography is Cheryl Beesley.

It is the role of the subject leader to :-

take the lead in policy development and the production of schemes of work
designed to ensure progression and continuity in Geography throughout the
school.

support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and
implementation of the scheme of work.

monitor progress in Geography




e take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for
Geography.

e keep up-to-date with developments in Geography education and disseminate
relevant information to staff.

e produce a report to Governors at the end of each school year.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTATION

This policy was informed by reference to National Curriculum documentation 2014.
REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed by the Headteacher and all the staff on an annual basis
and amendments presented to the Governing Body.

Date of last review : January 2024




